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NEW YEAR'S PARTY 


The members of the society are 
cordially invited to the annual New 
Year's Party, on January 8, 1989, 
from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., at the Shaw 
Mansion. 

Our celebration this year will 
include a guest speaker. Mark 
Sammons, Coordinator of Public Build- 
ings at Old Sturbridge Village, will 
give a presentation on the observance 
of Christmas in early New England. 

Refreshments will be served after 
the lecture. Please join us at this 
festive conclusion of the holiday 
season and the start of a new year. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


There are many opportunities to 
be involved in the daily work of the 
society. New programs will be start- 
ing this year and we will need help 
in areas such as interpretation, re- 
ception, research, working with the 
collection and library, and general 
Operation. 

If you would like to become more 
involved or if yoy have an idea for 
a future program, please call the 
Curator at 443-1209, and he will set 
aside some time to meet you. With 
so much work that needs to be done, 
there is bound to be a job to match 
your interest. 
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NEW BOARD MEMBERS 


At the 1988 Annual Membership 
Meeting, the following members were 
elected as the new officers and ad- 
visory board members for the society: 

Edgar Mayhew, President; Joan 
Humphreville and Lisa Perrin, Vice 
Presidents; Betty Morrison, Record- 
ing Secretary; Porter Lewis, Treasurer. 

The members of the Advisory Board 
are: Eleanor Read, David Peterson, 
Frank Laycock, Libby Freidman, Mary 
Kent, Stephanie Hanson, Ann Hobart, 
Bill Peterson, Robert Weller, Mary 
Anderson, Carl Stoner, Clara Schweiger. 

This board, as elected by the 
society, makes all decisions on the 
policies of the society. Officers are 
elected yearly. The members of the 
advisory board serve for one, two, 
three .or: four years. 


ROOF PROJECT COMPLETED 


The new root has tinally been 
completed, as well as the repairs 
to the south wall. 

To thank all of the people who 
contributed to this project would 
take up this entire newsletter. I 
would like to say a special thank 
you to a couple of folks whose help 
made my days more enjoyable. 

Wick York was indispensable as 
our architectural consultant. He 
was patient with my numerous quest- 
ions, as well as vigilant in his 
Supervision of the project's progress. 

I would also like to thank our 
custodian, Janet Micelli, for her 
part in dealing with the workers. 

As the new kid on the block, I would 
have been lost without her help. 


Will Hare 
YET ANOTHER ROOF! 


In the process of repairing the 
roof over the main house, we have 
discovered that the roof over the 
ell-is also in need of repair. By 
the time this issue has been mailed, 
work should have already started. 

The roof should be completed by 
the end of the year. If not, our 
custodians may have to wear their 
rain gear inside as well as out! 
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CURATOR'S REPORT 


I intend to use this column as a 
way to communicate to the members of 
the society. Topics will include 
everything from problems that need to 
be adressed to information about up- 
coming events. 

fn this “Eirst..issue, 1 thought. f{ 
might share with you what I feel are 
the responsibilities of a historical 
society, as well as my goals for the 
New Year. 

As the name implies, the historical 
society (H.S.) is an agency that deals 
with history. Usually, .as in our case; 
the area of focus is a specific town, 
era, historic figure or building. The. 
H.S. collects artifacts and manuscripts 
that are related'to its area of focus 
in order to preserve them for future 
generations. Objects are put on 
display, and the manuscripts are made 
available to researchers. © 

The H.S. is usually supported by 
a membership. The members atténd meet- 
ings and special events, elect officers 


and are often used as a volunteer 
force, | 
But, the H.S..has a much greater 


responsibility as a teacher of history. 
Objects must be interpreted, not merely 
put on display. Research items must 
be used as a means ot educating the 
public about their heritage. This. is 
done through museum tours that are 
instructional as well as entertaining, 
keeping historical integrity as the 
first rule of thumb. School programs, 
lectures, and special events are other 
tools that the H.S. can use to increase 
the public's knowledge of its history. 
Sometimes, sacrifices must be made 
at the altar of historical accufraé¢ . 
This is why we are limiting the Christ- 
mas decorations this year. The Shaw 
Mansion's historic significance is the 
part that it @cecupants played in the 
American Revolution. The Shaws were 
congregationalists and therefore would 
not have celebrated the "pagan holiday.’ 
To meet the responsibility of teach- 
ing local history, some changes will 
be made. A new interpretation of the 
mansion is now being put together. 
Ideas for special lectures, tours, 
exhibits, and other events are being 
discussed. School programs will be 
implemented next fall. 


Continued on page 3 


CURATOR'S REPORT cont. 


Because of these new areas of focus 
we will no longer be doing research 
for people, through the mail. Brief 
questions will be answered, but any 
inquiries that need a lengthy search 
will be advised to contact local re- 
searchers. The library will always 
be available to those who want to do 
their research in person. 

When our country's high school 
students cannot place the Civil War 
within a hundred years of 1861, all 
historical agencies must do their 
part to wipe out this ignorance of 
our history. This does not mean that 
the H.S. should no longer be an en- 
joyable place to visit or become in- 
volved in. We must educate as well 
as entertain. 


Will Hare 
LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION! 


On December 2, the Shaw Mansion 
was invaded by the crew and equip- 
ment of the media department from 
Phoenix Mutual Insurance Company. 

The company's new line of insur- 
ance products has a nautical motif 
and they wanted to shoot a training 
video for their agents in the house 
of a ship captain. 

It was a long day (13 hours!), but 
the lighting crew, using some trickery, 
was able to keep the sun out long 
after dark. The film crew , actor, 
and directors, were all courteous 
and especially careful working around 
our precious furniture and artifacts. 

The company made a donation of 
$500 hundred dollars as a location 
fee. They even paid the curator's 
over-time and sent the caretakers 
out for dinner. 

By the end of the day everything 
was back in its place and you would 
never had known they were here. 

The directors offered to give some 
free advice if we ever decide to 
make a video of the house in the 
future. That's not a bad idea, but 
who would we get to play the part of 
Nathanial Shaw? 


THE VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS 
by Marianna Poutasse, Student Intern 


The incredible zeal with which the 
Christmas holiday is celebrated in 
America does not have the long history 
that one might suppose. It was not 
until the middle of the nineteenth 
century that most of our well known 
Christmas traditions were introduced. 
Our images of decadent christmas trees, 
lavish home decorations, christmas 
cards, holiday entertaining and gift 
giving were imported from Great Britain 
during the Victorian Era. The Famous 
Victorian Christmas that we all 
associate with the holiday season is 
a relatively new concept of the past 


one hundred years. 


New England in particular was slow 
to participate in the celebration. 

With their Puritan and Congregation- 
alist heritage, these eastern states 
had traditionally opposed any religious 
celebration except the sabbath. As 
late as 1847, there was no New England 
college that had a Christmas holiday. 
In Boston, for example, Dec. 25 was. 
still a normal work day and classes 
were held for all students. As the 
founder of Mount Holyoke Seminary noted 
"T attended... [to the] usual business 
of the day. I have hardly heard a 
Merry Christmas all day." 

One of the major impacts on America 
was the introduction of the Christmas 
tree from Great Britain. Prince Albert 
of Saxony had brought the germanic 
tradition to the royal family, and a 
magnificent tree was set up "for the 
pleasure of the royal children" in 
December of 1848. When Franklin Pierce 
had a great tree decorated similarly 
at the White House in 1856, the cele- 
bration of Christmas had been given 
national recognition. 

The Victorian Christmas in America 
was a carefully planned and extravagant 
holiday. At the same time, there was 
a strong sense that it was a charitable 
time when the family thought not only 
of their own celebration, but of the 
various ways in which they could helo 
the sick, poor, and lonely. Whether 
it be giving food, gifts, or providing 
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VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS cont. 


needy services, the Victorian was 
intent on making the holiday season 
one of giving. 

The Victorian home was the micro- 
cosm of the ideal nineteenth century 
society and as such came to be known 
as a place of order, correct moral 
values and in effect a family commun- 
ity. Thus the home, "the cult of dom- 
esticity", was the focus of the 
holiday celebration. Privately, it 
was a time for the family to streng-- 
then their ties. Publically, the 
holiday season was time to show one's 
social position, through decoration, 
gifts and entertaining. 

The decoration of the house was a 
very individual proccess, where one's 
imagination went wild with the ways 
in which to use fresh greens, ivy, 
holly and bittersweet. The posibil- 
ities were endless. Victorian women 
created elaborate centerpieces, mantel 
decorations and wreaths. A christmas 
harp or lyre could be made using card- 
board, colored leaves, wire, berries 
and glue. Poinsettas (introduced 
from Mexico) filled the house along 
with a plethora of everlastings 
(cockscomb, statice or strawflowers ) 
rosehips and bittersweet. The tree, 
in the true Victorian tradition, was 
a small fir or balsam that would be 
placed on a table in the main parlor. 
Handmade ornaments of cornucopias, 
decoratedwith velvet, paper, or 
fabric and often filled with sweet 
Surprises such as walnuts or pepper- 
mint hung from the branches. Edibles 
such as Christmas cookies, ginger- 
bread men, popcorn and cranberry 
garlands were both visually and 
gastronomically enticing. All orn- 
aments were richly decorated or 
gilded..."every kind of gilt hanging 
thing, from gilt peapods to butter- 
flies on springs. There were shining 
flags and lanterns, and birdcages, 
and nests with birds sitting on then, 
baskets of fruit, gilt apples and 
bunches of grapes%..a large box of 
candles and a box of Philadelphia 
bonbons!" Everything seemed all the 
more rich and sparkling with the 
light from small candles glowing 
about the tree, which was topped by 
an angel, star or german spire. 


Gifts were both handmade and store.-~ 
bought, often commending a respectable 
place on the christmas tree as orna- 
ments. Popular gifts for women include 
hand knit doilies, silver tea balls, 
silver, leather or fabric picture 
frames, as well as fans, sachets, boxeg 
and jewelry. Grandmothers who enjoyed} 
knitting often received a "“wonderball"} 
which was a ball of yarn in which were 
hidden tiny treasures that would reveay 
themselves as the knitter gradually 
unraveled the ball of yarn. Men pre- 
ferred cigars, cigarettes, scarves, 
mufflers, a carriage robe or umbrella, 
Children were treated with an array 
of wooden toys,sleds,books and often 
the surprise of a pet canary. Girls 
favored dolls,partyfans and note 
papers with their monograms, while 
boys preferred tool boxes,jacknives 
and boxing gloves. Smaller gifts came 
from Santa Claus, whereas the larger 
gifts came from "Mamma and Papa." 

Christmas day began with an early 
breakfast,after which the family 
opened their presents. Later in the 
morning the family would proceed to 
church to hear a celebrational yet 
morally overtoned sermon. The after- 
noon consisted of a huge meal served 
in a buffet style rather than in 
regular courses. Turkey,potatoes, 
stuffed vegetables,pickled mangoes, 
brandied peaches,ham,roast beef and 
oysters filled the plates, and 
finally the flaming plum pudding was 
presented as a grande finale. 

The Victorian Christmas belebration 
was the epitome of lavishness centered} 
around the home, as well as spreading 
holiday cheer and good will through 
charitable acts. With its extensive 
planning,decoration,and gift-giving 
the Victorian Christmas set the stage 
for the most celebrated holiday in 
America. 

For more information on Victorian 
Christmas traditions, check the 
following sources: The Girt of: Christ 
mas Past,a Retliri to victorian 
Traditons and The Victorian Christ- 
mas Book. 


This is the first issue of this newsletter that I have published. 

I apologize for any typos or spelling mistakes. Future issues will 
include more news items and will always have one article dealing 
with a historical subject. 


If you would like to help publish our newsletter, or would like to 
write an article, please contact me at the mansion during our business 
hours. All feedback is welcomed and encouraged! 


I would also like to come up with a title for our newsletter. If 
you have a suggestion give me a call or send it in the mail. 


I hope that everyone has a safe and happy holiday season. 


Will Hare 


The New London County Historical Society 
Li’ Blinman St. 

New London, CT 06320 

Office Phone: 443-1209 


William E. Hare II - Curator 
Edgar Mayhew - President 
Janet and Dennis Miceli - Resident Custodians 


INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO JOIN! 1! 


Application for Hembership 


FI hereby apply for membership in Che Nets London County Historical 


Society and enclose the required amount for dues. 


Lite Membership $250, to be applied on Endotoment Fund of the Society. 
Single Membership $10.00 from Sept.1,19 to Sept. 1, 19 
Family Membership $20.00 Contributing Member 350.00 
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